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Joun vii, 42. 


ws AnD THE TRUTH SHALL MAKE You Fate. 


THERE is nothing in which man- 
kind are more unanimous than in 
the love of Liberty. To be under 

any kind of reftraint whatever, naturally 
gives us ſome degree of uneaſineſs. Every 
one would with to be perfectly free even 
in points of the leaſt importance. But 
to be controled in the more momentous 
concerns of life, is generally accounted an 
inſupportable evil. And hence, in every 
age, there have been numerous inſtances 
of perſons, who, for the defence of their 
liberty, have refolutely encounter'd the 
moſt formidable dangers, and chearfully 
fubmitted to every poflible inconvenience 
and difficulty: and many, as ſoon as they 
have found themſelves reduced to a ſtate 
of dependance and ſervitude, have judg'd 
life itfelf to be no longer defirable. 


A 2 Yet 


EP 


Yet it muſt be acknowledg'd, and it 
ought to be greatly lamented, that there 
are but few who, appear to have juſt ſen- 
timents concerning that kind of freedom, 
which is infinitely the moſt important. 
For there are two very different kinds of 
Liberty, the one of which may be deno- 
minated external, the other internal. The 
ficſt of theſe, is only an exemption from 
the inconveniencies which attend a ſtate of 
ſubjection to unreaſonable and tyrannical 
men. But the other is a freedom from 
the dominion of our own paſſions, which 
whenever they becorne vicious and irregu- 
lar, are the tyrants of the ſoul, firſt rob- 
bing it of all its native purity and dignity, 
and then plunging it into perpetual diſor- 
ders and diſtraftions— And how inca- 
pable of any true happineſs muſt they be, 
who are in a ſtate of bondage to their un- 
ruly and turbulent paſſions, whatever o- 
ther advantages they may enjoy! An en- 
flaved mind, a mind that is not poſſeſs d 
of the power of regulating its own mo- 
tions, but is inceſſantly hurried from one 
vain purſuit to another by exorbitant and 
inſatiable appetites and deſires, muſt be a 
- CON=- 
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continual ſource of pain and torture to it- 


ſelf. But he whoſe mind is free, he 
who has ſhook off the yoke of vicious and 
corrupt inclinations, and has acquired a 
due command over the ſeveral propenſities 
and movements of his own nature, may 
find out means to render himſelf comfort- 
able in all circumſtances whatever; to al- 
leviate the ſevereſt and moſt piercing diſ- 
treſſes in which he can poſſibly be in- 
volved ; and to enjoy himſelf, even tho he 
ſhould be oppreſſed and overborn by the 
violence of unjuſt and arbitrary power, and 
cruelly deprived of thoſe worldly bleſſings 
to which he may have the moſt NE, 
and lacred right. A | 


It is this moſt defirable, this inward 
Freedom. which our Saviour promiſes in 
the Text to thoſe who know and embrace 
the Truth! - And why ſhould any one 
entertain the leaſt doubt of its being in 
his power to attain to ſo happy a ſtate? 
Whatever may now be our actual con- 
dition; let us be ever ſo much debaſed 
and ſunk under the power of evil and per- 
verſe diſpoſitions and habits at preſent; it 
is moſt certain that this is not the natural 
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(6 ) | 

and original ſtate of our minds. Out 
Maker has an inflexible averſion to every 
kind of vice and moral depravity. He 
could not therefore implant criminal pro- 

enſities within us,—could not create any 
of us with ſuch difpoſitions as muſt ne- 
ceſſary lead ns to an habitual courſe of fin 
and guilt. If then we are unhappily la- 
bouring under vicious inclinations, we 
muſt have contracted them ourfelves. And 


| fince vicious diſpoſitions have no natural 


power or authority within us, but are on 
the contrary only the uſurpers of that au- 
thority, with which our reafon was origi- 
nally inveſted, and which they never could 
have acquired, if we had made a due uſe 
of our reaſon ; it muſt ſurely be evident 


that we may effectually recover ourſelves 


from their baneful influence, if we will 


ſteadily exert our own abilities, and faith- 


fully. improve thoſe gracious affiſtances 
which God is ever ready to grant unto 
all who deſire and endeavour to live in 


conformity to his holy and righteous will. 


To thoſe indeed who have long been 
enured to vice and fin, it — Ft a 
work of conſiderable difficulty to free them- 


ſelves completely from the dominion of 
1 25 their 


3 

their various criminal diſpoſitions and ha- 
bits. But reſolution and perſeverance will 
certainly enable them to accompliſhi the 
great undertaking. For © the Truth will 
* make us free”. And what that . Truth” 
is, God has ſufficiently made known to us. 
He has given us ſome very clear notices of 
it by the light of nature. But by the Goſ- 
pel of his Son Jeſus Chriſt he has pointed 
it out to us in ſo ſtrong, ſo convincing, and 
ſoengaging a manner, that no one can miſ- 
take any part of it but thro his own per- 
verſeneſs. 


By the Truth”, of which our Text 
aſſerts, that it will make us free”, we 
are undoubtedly to underſtand, not thoſe 
nice and curious ſpeculations, with which 
many have ſo vainly amuſed themſelves, 
but thoſe great and fundamental truths 
which our Divine Inſtructor inſiſted upon 
in his diſcourſes to his Diſciples,—thoſe 

lain and practical directions which 
® gave them for the government of 
their own Spirits, for the regulation 
of their conduct towards their fellow- 
creatures, and for the performance of 
their duty towards God, —thoſe impor- 
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(8) 
tant principles of religion and morality 
which reaſon dictates, and which are more 
fully confirm'd and enforced by the Goſ- 


pel,—and thoſe plenary aſſurances, which 


God has vouchſafed to give us, that he will 
hereafter exalt unto unſpeakable felicity 
and glory all who have faithfully endea- 
vor'd to perform their duty, and that tho' 

he will moſt certainly inflit a juſt and 
tremendous puniſhment upon thoſe, who, 
notwithſtanding all his gracious admoni- 
tions obſtinately and incorrigibly perſiſt in 


the paths of vice and ſin, yet he will gra- 


ciouſly accept our moſt imperfect, if ſincere, 
ſervices, and will not fail moſt amply to 
reward us for all our labors of love”, for 
every act of righteouſneſs, and for every in- 
ſtance of our pious ſubmiſſion to his ſacred 
will. 


And what more can be neceſſary in or- 
der to our becoming morally and ſpiritually 
Free; what more can be neceſſary for this 
pur poſe, than a thorough and hearty belief 
of theſe truths, and ſuch a courſe of beha- 
viour in life as they will naturally lead 
us to?—The bare belief of them cannot 
indeed make us free, We muſt act con- 


formably 


(9: } 
formably to, as well as believe in them. 
But if we really believe in them, they will 
moſt powerfully excite us to a ſuitable con- 
dut—And with reſpect to thoſe who pre- 
tend to believe the Goſpel, but at the ſame 
time allow themſelves in the wilful and 
habitual violation of its precepts ;, is there 
not too much reaſon to appreh{nd that 
ſuch perſons cannot really believe the great, 
the heart- affecting doctrines of the Chriſtian 
revelation? They may indeed imagine that 
they believe in them, becauſe they have 
heard them ſo frequently mention'd as cer- 
tainly and indiſputably true. And hav- 
ing never taken the pains deliberately to 
enquire whether they are in reality true 
or falſe, they do not actually diſbelieve 
them. But were their minds impreſs'd 
with a juſt and full perſuaſion of the im- 
portant and moſt awakening declarations 
of the Goſpel; how is it conceivable that 
ſuch a belief ſhould fail to lead them to 
that courſe of life, which is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to our eſcaping future miſery, and 
to our becoming partakers of the heavenly 
and eternal bliſs? 


B But 


610) 


But if it be poſſible, that we may really 
believe the Goſpel, and yet fail to be in- 
fluenced by it in the general courſe of our 
conduct and behaviour; it ſeems, how - 
ever, evident that in the Text our Saviour 
includes the practice, as well as the know- 
ledge and belief of the truth. For, in the 
preceding verſe, we are told that he ſaid 
unto * thoſe Jews who believed on him, 
that „if they continued in his word, that 
is, according to the manifeſt import of this 
phraſe in other paſſages of Scripture, if 
they continued to attend unto his doctrine, 
and to regulate their actions in conformity 
tot, they ſhould «be his diſciples indeed,” 

and ſhould “ know the truth, by which 

he muſt certainly mean not barely thoſe 
truths which he had already taught them, 
but that they ſhould alſo receive ſuch far- 
ther communications of religious know- 
ledge, as were ſuitable to their progreſs in 
genuine goodneſs, which is the beſt prepa- 
Tative to enable men more and more fully 
to comprehend every divine truth. —And 
that then the truth” thus known, and 
habitually conform'd as to the rule of life, 
| ſhould 


Cn} 

ſhould *“ make them free - And every 
one who has at all conſidered the nature 
of the Goſpel Syſtem, muſt be ſenſible 
that it really has ſuch a ſalutary tendency 
to deliver us from every thing that is any 
way inconſiſtent with the true freedom of 
our minds. F or, in the 


Firſt place, A firm and hearty belief of 
the truths contain'd in the Goſpel muſt free 
us from all thoſe dangerous errors, which 
precipitate us into the practice of vice and 
ſin, and from all thoſe prejudices of every 
kind, which render us either averſe or in- 
different to any part of our duty. 


The miſtakes which men fall into with 
reſpect to the means of attaining true hap- 
pineſs, are ſo various that it is impoſſible to 


enumerate them all fully and diſtinctly. But 


could they all be collected together, and 


each of them exactly ſpecified and diſtin- 


guiſhed, a proper application of the great 
and leading truths of Chriſtianity muſt 
immediately diſplay the abſurdity and per- 
nicious tendency of every ſuch error and 
miſtake. 


lence of erroneous ſentiments and preju- 
B 2 judices 


And nothing but the preva- 


| 
| 
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dices in our minds, could render us ſo pre- 
ſumptuous, as knowingly and wiltully to 
engage in any thing that is repugnant to 
the will of our Maker. Did not Sinners 
ſome way or other groſsly deceive them- 
ſelyes, they could not proceed to ſuch 
enormous acts of wickedneſs with ſo much 
viſible confidence and imaginary ſecurity. 
They muſt doubtleſs apprehend that there 
Is — kind of happineſs to be found in 
the paths of vice, which cannot be obtain- 
ed in the performance of their duty. At 
leaſt, they muſt be ſuppoſed to flatter them- 
ſolves that there is no fuch danger in ne- 
glecting or violating their duty, as revela- 
tion poſitively declares. 


But when the heart comes to * im- 
press d with a full view of the truth of 
things as exhibited in the Goſpel When 
we are awaken'd to a juſt ſenſe of the fatal 
conſequences of vice, and perceive that it 
is not only deſtructive of the peace of our 
minds at preſent, but that it muſt alſo ex- 
poſe us to the moit dreadful effects of the 
divine diſpleaſure hereafter. When on 
the other hand the various particulars of 
our duty are clearly and diſtinctly pointed 

out 


(13) 
out to us, - when the natural excellency 
and amiableneſs of every branch of holi- 
neis and virtue is evidently ſet before our 
—when we are made ſenſible that © god- 
lineſs is“ indeed “ great gain, and that 
piety and righteouſneſs will not only be at- 
tended with the moſt ineſtimable compo- 
ſure and ſerenity of mind and the bleſſing 
of God in this life, but will tkewaſe in- 
fallibly conduct us to a future ſtate of moſt 
perfect, godlike, and neverending felicity, 
Land when we are farther convinced that 
it muſt be a point of the utmoſt impor- 
tance, that we ſhould apply immediately 
and with the greateſt ardor and earneſt- 
neſs to the pertormance of our whole duty, 
ſince the more abundantly we labour in 
every good word and work, the greater 
and more exalted will be our future de- 
gree of glory and bliſs; whereas it is alto- 
gether impoſſible that we ſhould find any 
real good by continuing any time longer 
in a courſe of ſin; but, on the contrary, 
if we commit one fintul action more, it 
may fink us into dreadful and remedileſs 
ae as it may poſſibly be the very 
aſt action we ſhall be ſuffered to perform 
on earth, and muſt conſequently fix and 


de- 


( 14 ) 
determine our final condition in the future 
world When all theſe things, I ſay, 
are fully believ'd and attentively conſider d; 
they muſt ſurely be ſufficient to enable us 
to detect the fallacy of every argument 
that can be ſuggeſted in favour of vice, 
and gloriouſly to reſiſt and ſurmount eve- 
ry temptation that can be preſented to us 
to divert us from making any vigorous 
efforts towards the practice of our duty, 
and the attainment of true and ſubſtantial 
ſatisfaction and happineſs. 


Me are not indeed to imagine that the 
knowledge of the truth, as ſpoken of in 
the Text, will render us abſolutely free 
from errors in judgment of every kind. 
As long as we continue in the preſent ſtate, 
we muſt neceſſarily remain, in every re- 
ſpect, imperfect. They therefore who have 
made the greateſt progreſs · in Chriſtian 
knowledge, muſt ſtill be lyable to many 
miſtakes. But theſe will only be ſuch as 
are of little or no real importance. For 
every error which might prevent our ad- 
vancing in the excellencies of the divine 
and religious life, or any way diſqualify 
us for eternal ſalvation, is fully guarded 

- againſt 
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againſt in the holy Scriptures. And were 
it poſſible that any one who makes the 
Scriptures his ſtudy, ſhould not immedi- 
ately perceive that every dangerous error 
is clearly confuted by the Chriſtian revela- 
tion; we have, however, the promiſe of 
God, that all who endeavour to do his 
will ſhall be led by his Spirit into the know- 
ledge of all neceſſary truth, which muſt 
certainly imply that they ſhall not be ſuf- 
fered to fall into any errors that muſt natu- 
rally be productive of fatal conſequences. 


And as the doQtrines of the Goſpel have 
ſuch a happy tendency to deliver us from 
all thoſe prejudices and errors, which ren- 
der us averſe to our duty and prone to 
acts of vice; they muſt of conſequence, 
in the bay 

Second place, free us from the domini- 
on of vicious paſſions and criminal pro- 
penſities. 


Every precept and every doctrine of the 
Goſpel is admirably calculated for this 
purpoſe. Nor is there any one perverſe 
and evil inclination of the human mind, 

| | Which 


( 16 ) 
which a due attention to the truths of 
Chriſtianity will not enable us to conquer, 
Senſuality and covetouſneſs, pride and 
arroganee, malice and rancour, muſt ap- 
pear infinitely odious and defpicable to 
every one who has carefully ſtudied the 
Goſpel of the bleſſed Jeſas. In this moſt 
excellent ſyſtem of truth, we are preſented 
with the juſteſt views of the comparative 
worthleſsneſs and vanity of all worldly 
attainments and enjoyments. Thus our 
holy religion takes the moſt effectual 
method to moderate our deſires with 
reſpect to the tranſitory gratifications of 
the preſent life, and to wean us from thoſe 
exceſſive attachments to the things of this 
world, which are in fa& the original 
ſource of almoſt all our vicious inclina- 
tions in general. And if we are made 
ſenſible that no worldly attainments can 
be an adequate compenſation for the fatal 
conſequences of -an habitual diſregard to 
our duty; what farther arguments can we 
need to convince us of the folly and ab- 
ſurdity of vice of every kind, and of every 
wiltul deviation from the Jaws of virtue 
and righteouſneſs ? Or ſhould we be but lit- 
tle affected by fuch a repreſentation of the 


per- 
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| conſequences of vice in genera]; 

o not the diſcourſes of Chriſt and the 
writings of his Apoſtles, exhibit ſo ma- 
ny diverſified and moſt ſtriking diſplays 
of the malignity and deſtructive ten- 
dency of every particular vicious diſpo- 
ſition, as may well be expected to deter- 
mine us immediately to exert our utmoſt 
power and ability, that we may regain the 
command of ourſelves, and may be cdm- 
pletely deliver'd from the influence of 
every principle that is unworthy of rational 
beings, and repugnant to the wiſe and 
gracious deſigns of our Maker? 


And as every part of the Goſpel Inſtitu- 
tion is moſt excellently calculated to ena- 
ble us to recover ourſelves from the ty- 
ranny of irregular and diſorderly paſſions; 
ſo the general Scheme and Plan of our 
Redemption has a manifeſt tendency to 
the ſame purpoſe. For what can be a 
more powerful diſſuaſive from the indul- 
gence of any criminal diſpoſitions, than the 
conſideration that the Deity regards our 
deliverance from the dominion of corrupt 
and evil propenſities, as a point of ſo great 
importance, that he ſent into the world a 
Perſonage of ſuch tranſcendant and ex- 

0 | alted 
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alted dignity and glory,as his only begotten 
and well beloved Son Jeſus Chriſt, to 
enable us to recover ourſelves from a ſtate 
of ſubjeCtion to Sin, and to attain unto 


the glorious liberty of the children of 
God! 


It is true, indeed, that this our reco- 
very will be only of a gradual kind. The 
completeſt knowledge of the truth will 


. not enable us all at once to free ourſelves 


from every vicious inclination and habit, 
And even thoſe who have made the 
greateſt progreſs in the religious life, muſt 
expect that upon ſome occaſions they will 
find it a difficulty to preſerve themſelves 
from becoming again the Servants of 
Sin. But after we have once experienced 
the ſatisfactions of a religious and virtuous 
freedom, muſt we not be altogether inex- 
cuſable, if we do not moſt firmly reſolve 
that nothing ſhall ever prevail upon us 
knowingly to indulge ourſelves 111 gra- 
tification of any wrong and culpable diſ- 
poſitions? And if this is the habitual 
reſolution of our minds, tho' we may 
have many painful ſtruggles to undergo 
in the courſe of our chriſtian warfare ; yet 
in conſequence of our repeated efforts, and 


of 


of that divine aflitance which Chriſt has 
taught us to expect, we muſt at length 
triumph over every difficulty, and acquire 
ſuch an habitual command over all the 
paſſions and inclinations of our nature, as 
will enable us to poſſeſs ourſelves in peace 
and compoſure, and freely and ſteadily 
to perform whatever duties either revela- 
tion or reaſon preſcribes. 


In the laſt place; To render the free- 
dom of our minds quite complete, the 
knowledge of the truth, as it is dictated 
by reaſon and confirm'd by the Goſpel, 
will alſo deliver us from all thoſe diſturb- 
ing anxieties and fears of every kind, 
which ſo often render life a heavy bur- 
then, and ſometimes totally diſqualify us 
for proſecuting with due vigor the great 
purpoſes for which our exiſtence was 
given us. | 


A firm belief of thoſe moſt intereſting 
truths, which are the baſis of the Chriſtian 
religion, muſt effectually deliver us from 
that * fear of man” which © bringeth a 
ſnare,” as it too often influences us to the 
neglet of our duty, and betrays us into 
the baſeſt complyances with what we 
know to be wrong and criminal. If we 

C2 have 
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have no juſt ſenſe of the providence and 
moral government of God; our fellow- 
creatures are capable of injuring and 
annoying us in ſo many different ways, 
that the apprehenſion of our being ex- 
poſed to the effects of their ill will, muſt 
frequently occaſion us much diſquietude; 
and in ſuch a caſe, every method of 
ſecuring the friendſhip of men, however 
mean and unworthy in its own intrinſic 
nature, muſt appear to be our higheſt 
wiſdom. But how can any one who 
habitually remembers, that by a faithful 
perſeverance in well doing he ſhall aſſure- 
edly obtain the protection and bleſſing of 
that Sovereign Being, who is able to 
make all things work together to his 

; how, I ſay, can any one who is 

abitually mindful of this great article of 

the Chriſtian Faith ever be fo afraid of 
the power or malice of man, as to be 
greatly diſcompoſed and alarm'd in his 


own mind, or prevented from proceding 


in that courſe of righteouſneſs, which will 
conſtantly yield him inward peace, com- 


fort, and joy in this life, and finally fix 


him in the full fruition of ineffable felicity 


in the world to come ? 1 


He 


(-21 ) 


Hie who believes, and lives in conformity 
to the truth, as delivered in the goſpel, can 
have no reaſon to be anxiouſly afraid of 
pain, of poverty, or of any other evils 
relative to the preſent life. That doctrine 
of truth, which is the object of his cor- 
dial belief, moſt expreſsly aſſures him, 
that all his concerns are under the direc- 
tion of an infinitely gracious, and perfectly 
wiſe providence. Why, therefore, ſhould 
he be uneaſy for fear of any events that 
can ever take place ? What is there 
that can juſtly diſmay one who has an 
almighty friend to rely upon? Sudden 
and unforeſeen emergencies may indeed 
affect him with ſome tranſient emotions 
of fear. But theſe muſt immediately ceaſe 
as ſoon as ever he recollects thoſe great 
truths in which he believes, and which 
may at all times inſpire him with the moſt 

rfect confidence and ſecurity. - God, he 
— will not, - cannot deceive him. 
And well, therefore, may he preſerve the 
compleateſt ſerenity amidſt the moſt 
gloomy and threatning proſpects of human 
ite, 


But, above all, it is worthy of out moſt 


attentive conſideration, that he, whoſe 
heart 


; (22) 

heart and conduct are duly influenced 
the ſacred truths of the goſpel, will be 
able to triumph over the dread of Death 
and all its awful conſequences, « thro' 
te the fear of which,” many, as the Apo- 
{tle ſays, have been all their life-time ſub- 
& ject to bondage.” The diſpleaſure of 
God, and the juſt puniſhments which he 
will inflict upon the hardened and incor- 
rigible workers of iniquity, moſt certainly 
ought to excite every poſſible ſentiment of 
dread and terror in the hearts of the vici- 
ous and profane. But he who habitually 
hearkens to the councils and commands of 
God and the bleſſed Jeſus, knows that he 
is ſo far from having any thing to fear from 
his Maker's diſpleaſure, that, on the con- 
trary, he ſhall be for ever receiving new 
manifeſtations of his ineſtimable favor and 
friendſhip; and that conſequently when- 
ever the hour of his diſſolution ſhall ar- 
rive, it muſt prove to him a happy and 
joyful introduction to all that unſpeakable 
bleſſedneſs, which is the appointed portion 
and reward of every ſincere and faithful 
Servant of God, And having this well- 
grounded hope and affurance, he can 
heartily welcome the approaches of Death, 
In the language of the holy Apoſtle, he 
may, with juſt exultation, cry out, O 
« death! 
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« death! where is thy ſting? O grave! 


« where is thy victory?“ He finds him- 


ſelf ready, without reluctance, to bid adieu 
to all the vain and periſhing objects of this 
fleeting and tranſitory lite ; and with joy 
too great for utterance, takes his paſſage 
into an inviſible world, as unto his na- 
tive ſoil, his Father's houſe, his everlaſt- 
ing home, where alone he can become 
truly and completely happy. 


Thus have I endeavoured to take a 
brief and general view of the nature of 
that Freedom, which ariſes from a genu- 
ine and firm belief in the doctrines of the 
Goſpel, and a practical conformity to its 
precepts.—Let me juſt add that this our 
Chriſtian freedom will be more or leſs 
complete in exact proportion to the 


ſtrength of our faith, and the ſteadineſs 


of our endeavours to perform our duty. 
But if any one is in any conſiderable de- 
gree poſſeſs d of ſuch a Freedom; what 
is there that can be capable of rendering 
him unhappy? The inflexible rectitude 
of his own mind will enable him in the 
moſt comfortable manner to ſupport every 
affliction that can befall him, and to im- 
prove it in ſome way or other to 
and valuable purpoſes. -Or what is there 
that 
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that can in any caſe prevent him from 
acting with courage and reſolution, or 
from diſplaying the moſt noble fortitude 
and elevation of foul in the performance 
of the moſt difficult duties? He cannot 
be greatly afraid of any injuries that his 
fellow-creatures may do him; becauſe he 
is well- aſſured that the great Ruler of the 
world will preſerve him from every real 
evil. Nor can he be prevented from the 
diſcharge of his duty by any wrong diſ- 
poſitions within himſelf; becauſe theſe he 
has conquered and ſubdued. And be- 
ing thus completely fortified againſt all 
outward dangers, and freed from every 
inward impediment, with what a holy 
joy and triumph of ſpirit may he advance 
towards perfection thro' the ſeveral ſtages 
of this his ſtate of tryal, till at length he 
ſhall arrive at the regions of unfading 
glory and bliſs! 


What has been already ſaid, naturally 
leads us to the iollawing obſervations. 


Firſt, How great is the intrinſic worth 
and importance of religion 


% Religion gives us peace of mind. Re- 
ligion gives us the beſt and trueſt Free- 
dom; 
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dom ;—and every one who is not actually 
engaged in the religious courſe, is in a 
ſtate of abject ſlavery to his paſſions, and 
muſt be a total ſtranger to all the beſt and 
nobleſt ſatisfactions of the human mind. 
And let us remember, that nothing but 
Revelation could have enabled us to at- 
tain to ſuch meaſures of inward peace, 
ſerenity, and freedom, as are actually the 
portion of the ſincere and zealous Chriſ- 
tian. Philoſophy has pretended to 
produce the ſame effects. But Philo- 
ſophy, till aſſiſted by Revelation, could 
at beſt afford but a weak and ſlender 
foundation for ſuch a hope and truſt, 
as is neceſſary in order to eſtabliſh our 
ſouls in full and perfect peace and free- 
dom. How ſtrange, therefore, is the fol- 
ly of thoſe who on any account depreciate 
our holy religion But 


In the ſecond place; Is Religion founded 
on the truth of things? And is it only the 
knowledge of the truth and a practical con- 
formity to it, that can render us free, and 
give us inward peace and comfort? There 
muſt then be very few caſes, in which it 
can be a thing altogether indifferent, whe- 
ther our notions 5 ſentiments are — 
an 
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and accurate, and conformable” to the 


truth, or the contrary. ny e bog 


The principal benefits of religion d do in- 
deed reiult from an habitual adherence to 
the great and weighty matters of the law ; 
but even in points of inferior moment, the 
' knowlege 1 he truth may juſtly be pre- 
ſumed to have ſome influence upon the 
rectitude of our conduct; and muſt con- 
ſequentiy be capable of making ſome ad- 
ditions to the peace and free em of our 


minds. Should we not then follow after 


truth in every point as cloſely as poſſible * 
And eſpecially ſhould we not, from a'prin- 
© pl of conſcience; (firſt endeavour to diſ- 
cover, and then ſteadily adhere to, that 
particular profeffion of the Chriſtian Faith, 

and thoſe modes of religious worſhip which 
are moſt agreeable to the truth in its pureſt 


* * e+e j 


SIBLE in the würd Pues. is it not 
evident, that though the freedom, which 


the goſpel propoſes to its votaries, wholly 


relates to the inward/frame and ſtate of our 
own fpirits; yet the pure and undefiled re- 
ligion of Jeſus, bears a very friendly 1 
to , the cauſe of civil e Pon 126 


L 
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91 as not know or any one text in "the 
whole New Teſtament, that can juſtly 
be urged as giving a ſanction to the rights 
aſſumed by government, or on the other 
hand as deciding any thing in favour of 
the natural liberties of Subjects. The 
Goſpel has left all theſe things juſt as it 
found them, confining itfelf wholly to the 
direction of our ſpiritual concerns. And 
if we conſider the time of our Savior's 
appearance on earth, a time when deſpo- 
tic Tyranny was every where ſpreading its 
execrable ravages, and daily acquiring 
new triumphs over the expiring liberties 
of the human race; it is certainly a proof 
of the wiſdom of Chriſt, that he did not 
at all interfere in civil matters, or make 
ſuch declarations in behalf of the common 
rights of univerſal mankind, as could 
only have tended to draw down the whole 

fury of the ſecalar power upon all his 
followers, and might have born alledged 
ava plauſible pretence for the moſt violent 
effotts to prevent the progreſs of the 
Goſpel. But certain it is that if Men in 
general conform d to thoſe laws of bene- 
volence, which are the true ſpirit of the 
Goſpel, none could have cauſe to com- 
D 2 plain 
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plain of the infringement of any of thoſe 
privileges which they can juſtly claim. 
And in the. Moſaic Law, we find that 
every. thing was adjuſted in ſuch a manner 
as ſhew'd the greateſt tenderneſs for the 
natural rights of the very meaneſt indivi- 
dual among the Jewiſh people. — And it 
is very K's rr that, in moſt coun- 
tries and in moſt ages, the prevalence of 
knowledge and of liberty ſeems to have 
had ſome real connection; and when one 
of them has been baniſh'd, the other has 
ſoon diſappear d. Perhaps there never 
was any country, where truth of every 
kind = been ſo fully underſtood, or 
where the ſpirit of liberty has diſplay d 
itſelf to ſo much advantage, as in 
nation. Vet ſhould: we once fall into a 
total diſregard to religious truth, how ſoon 
might we expect to loſe our moſt preci- 
ous; civil liberties! Or ſhould we on the 
other hand by any means be deprived of 
our civil liberties, how very ſoon might 
ſpiritual darkneſs overſpread our land 
Let us. devoutly pray that veg we may be 
diſtant, very diſtant events And let us 
remember that, viewed in this light, 
eyery attempt to ſecure the civil liberties 
. any people, On by e commen- 


able 


In the laſt place; Is it not juſt cauſe 
for religious joy and thankfulnels, when- 
ever we have an opportunity of ſeeing the 
efficacy of religion diſplay'd in the lives of 
any of its profeſſors ! 


How great a pleaſure, and how highly 
edifying is it, in an Age of fo much dii- 


fipation as the preſent, to behold any of 

our fellow-chriſtians, eſpecially any whoſe 

affluence and wealth might too ſtrongly 

prompt pt them to the faſhionable vanities of 
C3 


ps Ns wh Ig is it. Ne 


any ſuch 


lorious paths. " virtue, ken ker rug | 
Ali, Joys of immortality, and 2 


Tn of attaining 
of God — our was Redeemer! And 
how way we have any intercourſe with 
whoſe minds a to be en- 
—— Juſt and extenſive views of re- 
ligious — elevated to a devout com- 
| munion 
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muriion with their Maker, expanded with 
PR ſentiments of *"beheyblence to- 
theit fellow creatures, and happily 
SRP. from thoſe fears and terrors to 
which ſo great a part of mankind-are at 
their cooleſt ſeaſons of recollection ſo 
often fubject; but eſpecially when we 
fee" aby. one meeting death without dif- 
may, and Waiting with ſerenity for the 
happy hour which ſhall unite him inſepa- 
rably to his God for ever and ever; how 
does every ſuch inſtance demonſtrate the 
excellence of our moſt holy religion 
And how: dught! it to excite us to enereaſing 
diligence; feryour, and Zeal, in n every part 

of out duty? | 
. 601 sd n Aeg ba: is 
- Theſe refleeions b ADM occur upon 
ths removal of a very honourable Member 
and Deacon of this urch, * whoſe name 
I need nok mention here, and upon whoſe 
chatacter Tall not largely expatiate.— 
But I Ihöuld be greatly wanting to the 
Kauſe of truth and goodneſs, if I did not 


| remind all who knew hitm, of the im- 


portanee” of their imitating thoſe viftues, 
which render'd him fo great an ornament 
to his profeſſion, and which epdBled Him 
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to quit life with tranquillity, and to re- 
ſign his ſpirit into the hands of his Maker 
by. ro that humble confidence, which. is 
the natural reſult of a life * ſpent 
in doing the will of God. 


His memory muſt be ever reſpected by 
every conſiſtent, lover of liberty, bat eſpe- 
"cially by the whole body of Proteſtant 
Diſſenters, for the noble and ſucceſsful 
Stand which he made in a caſe, in which 
Oppteſſion, by length of time, ſeemed to 
have nearly acquired the force of a Law. 


We ought with pleaſure to recollect 
his ſteadineſs in that form of religious wor- 
ſhip, which he judged to be moſt agree- 
able to the general tenor of the goſpel, 

and moſt conducive to the purpoſes of 
piety and mutual edification a ſteadi- 
neſs which was juſtly noticed to his honor 
in the higheſt court of Judicature i in this 
land. And how much is it to be la- 
- mented, that any ſhould, upon any ac- 
count, quit that particular religious pro- 
feſſion, in which they have firſt, upon 
choice, engaged, unleſs they can in ſin- 
cerity aſſert, that they have at length diſ- 
covered ſome better, ſome more conſiſtent, 
and mote edifying way of ſerving . 
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But the ſteadineſs, which our late ex- 


cellent Friend ſhewed, in adhering to what 


thought the beſt and moſt eligible 
modes of religious worſhip, -did not in any 
degree leſſen his charitable regards to thoſe 


from whom he differed. His ſentiments 


in this reſpect were greatly generous, and 


he often e ed a juſt aſtoniſhment, that 


any Profeſſors of Chriſtianity ſhould, upon 


account of religious differences, treat with 


diſreſpect any of thoſe who by their con- 
duct manifeſt a ſincere and hearty love to 


the Lord Jeſus. 


Such enlarged ſentiments of piety, and 
devout affection toward God, as prevailed 


in his breaſt, could not fail to produce. i in 
mim a conftant readineſs to do all good 
offices to his fellow-creatures as occaſion 


But I ſhall not enter * my farther 


particulars of his character; only 3 juſt yo 
'mention, that during his Jong illn 


eſs h 
converſation was moſt generally turned bo 
fpiritual ſubjects. He ſhewed a very un- 


common ſtrength of memory in treaſuring 


any lively deſcriptions of the future 
* N dleſſed- 
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bleſſedneſs of the righteous; and how 
often did he repeat them with viſible emo- 
tions of heart-felt delight and joy! His at- 
fections ſeem'd to be entirely placed on 
the things which are above, whither Jeſus 
is aſcended as our Forerunner. Of this 
he gave an eminent proof when he was in- 
formed of the decifion of the great cauſe 
in which he had been fo long engaged, a 
cauſe very intereſting both to civil and re- 
ligious liberty, and which he had there- 
fore always maintained with juſt ardor and 
ſpirit. But when it was at length finally 
determined in his favour, tho it could not 
but give him pleaſure to reflect that he had 
been ſucceſsful in ſuch a cauſe, yet he 
ſhewed that his heart was wholly occu- 
pu by much higher objects. He was 
aſtning towards a better world, and did 
not think any attairs relative merely to the 
preſent life, worthy of any great degree 
of his attention. 1 


And as theſe were the diſpoſitions with 
which he cloſed a life of great activity 


and zeal in the ſervice of God, how 


juſtly may we truſt that he is now reap- 
ing the fruits of piety and righteouſneſs, 
and triumphing in that glory, which is 
reſerved in heaven for all who fight the 
good fight, finiſh their courſe, and keep 
the faith ! 

E And 
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And ought not each of us to cultivate 
a juſt and lively regard to that future hap- 
py ſtate, to the hopes of which God has 


called us by his Son? No words can 
convey any adequate idea of that god- 


like felicity which will be the final por- 


tion of all who ſeek for it by a ſteadfaſt 
continuance in well-doing.—If we gain 


an admiſſion into the bleſſed world above, 


all our infirmities will be removed, all 
our wants ſupplied, all our deſires com- 
pletely ſatisfied: And this our happineſs, 
will continue and increaſe for ever and 


ever.—Let us therefore lay aſide every 


weight, and run with patience the race 
that is ſet before ns, faithfully obſerving 
all the commands of God, that ſo when 
he ſhall call us hence, we may be well 
prepared to appear before him, and may 


_ 
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be bleſſed in our derds unto all eternity. 
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THE END. 


ERRATUM. 
Page 16, laſt line, for /uch a, read any. 


